
Preface

It has been fifteen years since we first published 
a collection of readings for social studies educa-
tors. At the time, we sought out articles that 

would explain the “big ideas” that underpin the endur-
ing practices and issues facing the field, while ground-
ing these discussions in sound practical advice and 
illustrating them with powerful examples. Since then 
our book has undergone revision and expansion, but we 
have tried to stay true to our original purposes. In this 
updated version, we hope to make the collection more 
accessible by shortening the length of many of the arti-
cles and by eliminating those chapters that were least 
selected by instructors for use with their students. This 
volume has a stronger focus on elementary examples, 
a greater emphasis on the use of new technologies in 
social studies, updated sources, and more references to 
digital resources. You may notice that we have altered 
the chapter titles to distinguish them from the versions 
found in the previous edition. As well, we have added a 
new article on teaching geography. Notwithstanding the 
modifications reflected in this updated volume, we have 
retained, in fact enhanced, what we and others saw to be 
the strengths of its predecessors.

This work is in a true sense an anthology that 
marries the best of theory and practice in social studies. 
The word “anthology” originally meant a collection of 
flowers. It subsequently came to refer to a collection of 
the “flowers” of verse and, by extension, to the “flowers” 
of professional and scholarly thinking. Like a bouquet, 
this anthology of twenty-seven chapters by teachers and 
teacher educators from across Canada has the diversity 
and richness that comes only from a multiplicity of 
viewpoints and experiences. Like a carefully arranged 
bouquet, the dif ferent perspectives—rather than 
competing with others in the volume—complement and 
accentuate the features of the other chapters. In this 

respect, we are especially proud of both the harmony 
and the diversity of ideas in this volume. Collectively, 
they speak of a powerful and exciting vision of social 
studies. As well, they blend in countless very specific, 
practical suggestions with important discussions of the 
foundational issues at the heart of social studies teach-
ing. We believe this new book will be of even greater 
value as a methods text for beginning teachers in teacher 
education programs and as a professional resource for 
experienced teachers and other educators working in 
social studies.

In a project of this undertaking, many individuals 
deserve thanks for the crucial contributions they have 
made. We especially appreciate the authors of the works 
found in this anthology. We believe they are among 
the finest educators and teacher educators in Canadian 
social studies and their writings reflect this expertise. 
The guidance and editorial support from our publisher, 
Catherine Edwards, and her staff at Pacific Educational 
Press have greatly enhanced the book. We acknowledge 
the contributions of our editor, Barbara Kuhne, designer, 
Five Seventeen, assistant editor, Nancy Wilson, and 
production manager, Nadine Pedersen. We would also 
like to acknowledge the able assistance of Andrea Webb 
in locating pertinent references.

Finally, we acknowledge the contributions of the 
two organizations that have occupied much of our 
professional and academic efforts over the past number 
of years: The History Education Network (THEN/
HiER) (www.thenhier.ca) and The Critical Thinking 
Consortium (www.tc2.ca).

Roland Case
Penney Clark
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